18 PEODUCTS AND COMMERCE OF THE CHIBCHAS

trade. The products of the Chibcha plateaux
were exchanged for fruits, coca, skins, birds, canes,
and timber from the eastern forests; for gold-
dust and cotton from the Magdalena and further
west; and for silver from the south. The chief
market was at Coyaima on the banks of the Mag-
dalena River. There was another, frequented by
the northern tribes coming for salt, on the Sarabita
Eiver. Another market was at Turmeque, to
which the Chibchas brought emeralds from
Somondoco.

Commerce led in course of time to manufactures.
The Chibchas became excellent weavers of cotton
cloths, there were extensive pottery factories, and
the people of Guatavita were renowned workers
in gold. The men of rank wore cotton tunics to
below the knee, generally white but sometimes dyed
black or red, and confined round the waist by
a broad belt. Their caps were of the skins of wild
animals, with plumes, and in front a half-moon of
gold. They also wore bracelets and ear-rings.
The women wore a square mantle, brought round
to the front and fastened by a wide belt, and a
small mantle over the shoulders secured by a
great pin of gold. All their clothes were home-
made. Finally, they were beginning to export